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IX.— Notices of recent Ornithological Publications. 
1. Barboza du Bocage on West-African Birds. 


[Aves das possessões portugezas da Africa occidental. Por J. V. Bar- 
boza du Bocage. Vigesimaterceralista. Jorn. de Se. Math., Phys. e Nat. 
Lisboa, no. xxxiii. 1882. ] 

Prof. Barboza du Bocage’s twenty-third article on the 
birds of the Portuguese possessions in West Africa gives an 
account of a collection of 55 specimens of birds made by 
Sr. Anchieta at Caconda and Cagoco in the first three months 
of 1882. The species exemplified in this series are 35 in 
number, amongst which the most remarkable are Pernis 
apivorus and Colile cincta. 


2. Bean on Birds from Alaska and Siberia. 


[Notes on Birds collected during the Summer of 1880 in Alaska and 
Siberia. By Tarleton H. Bean. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1882, p. 144.] 

The collection was made while the writer was engaged in 
investigating the fisheries of Alaska, and contains examples 
of 77 species, several of which are of great interest. Mota- 
cilla ocularis, Budytes flavus, and Eurinorhynchus pygmeus 
were obtained in Plover Bay. Six examples of Saxicola 
e@nanthe were found between Port Clarence and Cape Lis- 
burne. Larus marinus, previously unknown in Alaska, was 
met with in abundance, and Diomedea melanophrys was ob- 
served in 40° 30' N. lat., 142° 23’) W. long., about 1000 
miles west of Cape Mendocino, California. Fine series of 
Melospiza fasciata rufina and M. cinerea were collected. 


3. Bolau on the Ornis of Eastern Siberia. 


[Beitrag zur Kenntniss der ostsibirischen Vogelwelt. Von Dr. Heinr. 
Bolau. J.f. O. 1882, p. 829.] 

The brothers Dorries, in May 1880, moved their collecting- 
station to Kessakeff, at the confluence of the Ussuri with 
the Amoor, being the same as that occupied by Herrn Dy- 
bowski and Godlewski in 1873-74, of whose collection M. 
Taczanowski gave an account in the Journ. f. Orn. for 1875, 

SER. V.—VOL. I. H 


98 Recently published Ornithological Works. 


Of the 57 species of which examples are in the present 
series, 21 were likewise obtained by the above-mentioned 
naturalists, while 36 are additional to their list. Amongst 
the more interesting species we may notice Pyrrhula cine- 
racea and Grus viridirostris. Dr. Bolau also makes a few 
additions to his former lists of the Askold and Suifun series 
of the same energetic collectors. 


4. Buller on the Notornis. 


[On the Notornis. By Walter L. Buller, C.M.G., Sc.D., F.R.S. Trans. 
& Proc. New-Zealand Inst. xiv. p. 238.] 

Dr. Buller gives an account of the capture of the third 
known specimen of Notornis. It was taken on the Bare- 
patch plains on the eastern side of Te Anau Lake, in 1880, 
by a man engaged in rabbiting on the “run” of Captain 
Hankinson. A full description of the external form and 
plumage is added. 

The specimen was sent to this country for sale (cf. New- 
ton, P. Z. S. 1882, p. 97), and ultimately purchased by the 
Dresden Museum (cf. Meyer, Ibis, 1882, p. 607). 


5. “ Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club.’ 


(Bulletin of the Nuttall Ornithological Club: a Quarterly Journal of 
Ornithology. Vol. vii. 1882, nos. 3 & 4, Cambridge, Mass. ] 

Amongst the more interesting papers in the July number 
is Mr. Wm. Brewster’s article on the birds of Arizona, con- 
tinued from the preceding number. Mr. Stephens, upon 
whose collection the article is founded, obtained a fine series 
of Dendreca olivacea in the pine-woods of the Chiricahua 
mountains at an elevation of from 10,000 to 12,000 fect, thus 
confirming its being a veritable member of the United-States 
avifauna. In the Santa Rita mountains Mr. Stephens found 
Setophaga picta breeding, and obtained its nest and eggs. 
Mr. Brewster also describes a new subspecies of Vireo (V. 
huttoni stephensi), based upon specimens obtained by Mr. 
Stephens in Arizona and New Mexico, 

The concluding number for 1882 contains several articles 
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of much interest. Mr. Brewster continues his paper on Mr. 
Stephens’s Arizona collections. It is curious that the true 
Peucea boucardi should occur in Arizona and not in Texas. 
Has the Arizona form been compared with Mexican speci- 
mens? Ornithion imberbe ridgwayi is described as a new 
subspecies. It is certainly a most remarkable discovery so 
far north. Five specimens of Jache latirostris were obtained 
in the Santa Rita mountains, where this Humming-bird was 
found to be “not uncommon,” along the streams. 

Mr. Brewster’s notes on Capt. Bendire’s collection, made 
in Washington Territory, include the description of a new 
subspecies, “ Spizella monticola ochracea,” and of the adult 
male of Falco richardsoni, Ridgw. (from a Colorado skin), con- 
sidered to be specifically distinct from Falco columbarius*. 


6. Cheeseman on the Occurrence of Charadrius fulvus in New 
Zealand. 


{Notice of the Occurrence of the Eastern Golden Plover (Charadrius 
fulvus) in the Auckland District. By T. F. Cheeseman. Trans. & Proc, 
New-Zealand Inst. xiv. p. 264.] 

Mr. Cheeseman records the occurrence of Charadrius fulvus 
on the Manukau Harbour in December 1880. Ten or twelve 
individuals were observed, and three killed. This confirms 
the claims of the species to a place in the New-Zealand list. 


7. Cheeseman on the Occurrence of the Australian Roller in 
New Zealand. 


[Notice of the occurrence of the Australian Roller (Ewrystomus paci- 
Jicus) in New Zealand. By T. F. Cheeseman. Trans. & Proc. New-Zea- 


land Inst. xiv. p. 265. ] 


The specimen was shot at “ Pihu, eight miles north of the 
Manukau Heads,” and is the first example of this Australian 
species recorded to have occurred in New Zealand. 


8. Coues’s Check-list of North-American Birds. 
[The Coues Check-list of North American Birds. Second edition, 


* Cf. Gurney, Ibis, 1882, p. 160, 
H2 
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revised to date, and entirely rewritten under direction of the author, with 
a Dictionary of the Etymology, Orthography, and Orthoepy of the Scien- 
tific Names, the Concordance of previous Lists, and a Catalogue of his 
Ornithological Publications. Boston: Estes and Lauriat. 1882. 1 vol. 
8vo, 166 pp. } 


We cannot state the object of Dr. Coues’s new ‘ Check- 
list”? better or more accurately than in the authors own 
words. First it is intended “to present a complete list of 
the birds now known to inhabit North America north of 
Mexico, including Greenland, to-classify them systemati- 
cally, and to name them conformably with the current rules of 
nomenclature; these being ornithological matters of science : 
secondly, to take cach word occurring in such technical 
usage, explain its derivation, significance, and application, 
spell it correctly, and indicate its pronunciation with the 
usual diacritical marks; these being purely philological mat- 
ters, affecting not the scientific status of any bird, but the 
classical questions involved in its name.” 

So far as a cursory examination can enable us to form an 
opinion, these specified objects are well carried out, and the 
whole volume is prepared with the care and exactitude always 
bestowed by Dr. Coues upon his work. With the second 
portion of it we are especially interested, as, as is well known 
to many of our readers, a list of British birds, with somewhat 
similar explanations of the names appended, is now under 
preparation by a Committce of the B. O. U., and will, we 
hope, shortly make its appearance. 

Dr. Coues’s first “ Check-list ” contained 778 species and 
subspecies. Ten of these have been removed in the present 
edition; but, on the other hand, 120 additions are made, 
bringing up the total of North-American species (found 
within the limits above stated) to 888. Besides this, ten 
further additions, made during the progress of the work, 
are noted in the “addenda.” The “appendix” gives a 
useful catalogue of the author’s ornithological publications. 

We will venture to make a few remarks upon some of Dr. 
Coues’s names and derivations. 

If “ Myiadestes”’ (p. 44) is to be derived from éSea7ys (an 
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eater), it should be written ‘‘ Myiedestes.”” Swainson wrote 
the name as “ Myadestes.” The emendation into “ Myia- 
dectes’’ does not involve greater change, and, having already 
acquired currency, should, in our opinion, be employed. 

Aigiothis hornemanni (p. 49) was so called after J. W. 
Hornemann, a Danish naturalist, author of the ‘ Haandbog for 
Fugleelskere.’ But there is, we believe, no sufficient reason 
against employing “ Linota ” (Bp. 1838) as a generic term for 
the Linnets: it is long prior to “ Ægiothus,” under which 
term Cabanis separated the Redpolls (very unnecessarily) in 
1851. 

We are quite unable to adopt Dr. Coues’s view (Bull. Nutt. 
Club, v. p. 98) that Medymeles (Cab. 1851) cannot be used 
for the Lousianan Grosbeak, because Sundevall, in 18 16, pro- 
posed Hedymela for another bird, for which it is not (and 
never will be) used. We must therefore reject his term Za- 
melodia (p. 15) in favour of Hedymeles, which has acquired 
general use. 

It is also, in our opinion, very inexpedicnt to alter the well- 
known and universally used name, “Icterus baltimore” into 
Icterus galbula. We cannot agree to it! 

Icterus parisorum (p. 64) was thus named by Bonaparte 
(as he himself states, P. Z. S. 1837, p. 110) after “the 
brothers Paris.” Dr. Coues’s emendation into “parisiorum ” ! 
and his derivation (from the Parisians!) are consequently 
incorrect. 

There is no such word as “‘ flammeolus” (p.81). The spe- 
cific term of the “ Flammulated Screech Owl” should be 
written “ flammeola,” as originally proposed by Kaup. In 
this case Dr. Coues has been led into error, no doubt, by the 
British Museum Catalogue. “ Flammeola” is a diminutive 
of “flamma,” and is a substantive in apposition with Scops. 
Many of Linnzeus’s specific terms are substantives ; and there 
is no reason why other authors should not follow his practice. 

Hydranassa (p. 106) must surely be derived from védwp 
(water) and avacca (a queen), and, if so, is orthographically 
correct*. If Dr. Coues’s derivation is adopted, the word 


* Mr. Ridgway, when instituting this term and Dichromanassa (Bull. 
U.S. Geol. & Geogr. Survey, iv. p. 224), did not give the derivation. 
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should be written “ Hydronessa.” But vjooa (a Duck) is a 
very bad term to apply to a Heron. 

It would not be difficult, we believe, to criticise some of 
the other terms and derivations used in Dr. Coues’s volume ; 
but on the whole the work, as we have already said, is, in our 
opinion, excellent, and we have no wish to be hypercritical. 
The new “ Check-list” is, without doubt, a most creditable 


publication. 


9. Eliots ‘ Hornbills,’ 

[A Monograph of the Bucerotide, or Family of the Hornbills. By 
D G. Elliot, F.R.S.E. &c. Part ix. 1881. Part X. 1882.] 

We heartily congratulate Mr. Elliot upon the completion 
of his beautiful monograph, which, as regards its last-issued 
parts, has been, perhaps, somewhat unduly procrastinated. 
With the aid of Mr. Keulemans’s fine illustrations, the deter- 
mination of the various species of Hornbills is now an easy 
matter; and into Mr. Elliot’s text is worked up, so far as we 
know, nearly all the available information upon the subject. 

Mr. Elhot recognizes 60 species of the family Bucerotide, 
and divides them into 19 genera, of which 2 (Limonophalus, 
for B. montani, and Pholidophalus, for B. fistulator) are pro- 
posed as new in the present numbers. 

The following species are figured in parts ix. and x. :— 


Part IX. 
Byeanistes cylindricus. Pholidophalus sharpii. 
Buceros silvestris. Tockus deckeni. 
Penelopides affinis. Tockus hartlaubi. 

Part X. 
Hydrocorax semigaleatus. Bycanistes subquadratus. 
Limonophalus montani. Pholidophalus casuarinus. 


10. Grieve on Remains of the Gare-fowl. 

[Notice of the discovery of Remains of the Great Auk, or Gare-fowl 
(Alca impennis, L.) on the Island of Oronsay, Argyllshire. By Symington 
Grieve, Esq. (Communicated by Dr. J. Murie, F.L.S.) Journ. Linn. 
Soc. Zool. xvi. p. 479 (1882). ] 


The remains, consisting of a right humerus and portions 
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of other humeri, coracoids, tibie, &c. of Alca impennis, were 
found along with fragmentary bones of mammals and fishes 
and other aquatic birds m excavating the mound of Caisteal- 
nan-Gillean on Oronsay, in Argyllshire. The remains are 
evidently of kitchen-midden origin. 


11. < Guide to the Gould-Collection of Humming-birds.’ 


[A Guide to the Gould-Collection of Humming-birds in the British 
Museum. Printed by order of the Trustees. 1881. Price Twopence. | 

Though this Guide is dated 1881, we believe it was not 
sold in the bird-gallery of the British Museum (where our 
copy was purchased) until May or June 1882. After a pre- 
liminary essay on the group of a popular character, illustrated 
by a map of the distribution, a “ list of species exhibited ” 
follows, prepared, we are told, by Mr. R. Bowdler Sharpe. 
Mr. Elliot’s classification in his well-known synopsis is fol- 
lowed. The eases are 66 in number. The total number of 
specimens of Humming-birds in the Gould-Collection, as we 
are informed in the Parliamentary Report of the British 
Museum, is 5378. 


12. Hartlaub on new Birds from the Upper Nile. 


[Ueber einige neue Vögel aus dem oberen Nilgebiete. Von Dr. G. 
Hartlaub. Journ. f. Orn. July 1882. | 

From recent collections of Dr. Emin Bey, made on a 
journey from Laboré by Tadibek to Fatiko, and back by 
Tauvéra, Dr. Hartlaub describes the following new species :— 
Pentholea clericalis, Hyphantornis emini, Habropyga eno- 
chroa, Lanius gubernator, Fringillaria forbesi, digithalus 
musculus, Trachyphonus versicolor, and Francolinus ochro- 
gaster. Of these, both sexes of Sycobrotus (Hyphantornis) 
emint and the brilliant new Lanius gubernator are figured 
(tab. i.). We are much pleased to hear that Dr. Hartlaub 
has in preparation a memoir containing a general account of 
the birds of Dr. Emin Bey’s territory. 


t 
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13. Krukenberg on the Colouring-matters of Feathers. 


[Die Farbstoffe der Federn. Mitth. I. Von Dr. C. Fr. W. Kruken- 
berg. Vergl.-physiol. Studien in Heidelberg, ii. Reihe, 2. Abth.] 

This third communication of Dr. Krukenberg, who has 
ardently taken up the chemical side of the explanation of 
organic colours, contains the following very interesting 
investigations :—the colouring-matters of the Paradiseide 
and of the Psittacide ; the blue colour of the naked parts of 
Casuarius and of the feathers of Irene puella (merely optical 
colours); the yellow pigment in the green feathers of Picus 
viridis ; coloration of the skin of birds, &e. In conclusion a 
summary of the metamorphoses and spectra of various pig- 
ments in tabular arrangement are given. 


14. Menzbier on a new Grouse. 


[ Tetrastes gryseiventris, n. sp. Von M. A. Menzbier. Bull. Soc. Imp. 
Natural. Moscou, tome ly. (1880) p. 105. ] 

Tetrastes griseiventris is a representative form of T. bonasia 
from Tscherdyn in the Government of Perm, Russia. Thirteen 
examples have been examined. It is likewise distinct from 
T. albigularis of Kamtschatka and T. severtzowi of China. 
The specific characters are given at full length. 


15. Menzbier’s Ornithological Geography of Russia. 


[Ornitologicheskaya Geographiaya Evropeiskoye Rossiye. Michaila 
Menzbiera. Chast Pervaya. Moskva: 1882. (Ornithological Geogra- 
phy of European Russia, By Michael Menzbier. Part I. Moscow: 
1882.) ] 


This work, unfortunately for those ornithologists who are 


_ only acquainted with western languages, is in Russian ; but we 


will endeavour to give some account of it. The first portion 
of the volume, which contains 520 pages, is evidently devoted 
to preliminary remarks on the general subject, references 
being frequently made to works on geographical distribution, 
both in English, French, and German. The second half of 
the book treats of each species seriatim, the geographical 
distribution of each Russian bird of prey being given, with 
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copious references, not only as to its range in Russia, but as 
regards the various other countries where it is found. If we 
divide ornithologists into two races, the “splitters”? and the 
“Jumpers,” M. Monzbier decidedly belongs to the former. 
For example, to the four subspecies into which Brehm “split” 
the Peregrine Falcon our author adds a fifth, Falco peregrinus 
brevirostris. He also figures, and probably describes, a new 
species of Hierofalco under the name of H. uralensis, which 
he apparently identities with the Falco gyrfalco of Linn., apud 
Radde (Reis. Süd. OstSibir. ii. p. 98). His figure is obviously 
that of a bird of the year, but whether of a Gyrfaleon or of 
a Saker it is difficult to determine. The Golden Eagle is 
split into three species, Aguila chrysaétos, Linn., A. nobilis, 
Pall., and Æ. fulva, var. alpina, Sev. The Steppe-Eagle fares 
no better, being subdivided into Æ. orientalis, Cab., A. bifas- 
ciata, Gray, and A. glitschii, Sev. In this case the author 
is strictly logical. If the Spotted Eagle be divided into four 
species, why should not the Steppe-Eagle, which presents as 
much local or climatic variation, be equally honoured? The 
author recognizes A. pennata as distinct from A. minuta. Tt 
is difficult to say what his Milvus glaucopus, Eversm., can be. 

Besides the coloured plate of Hierofalco uralensis already 
alluded to, the work is further embellished with plates of adult 
and young Peregrines—the former under the name of Falco 
abietinus, Bechst., var. griseiventris, Brehm, and the latter 
under that of Falco peregrinus leucogenys. Three plumages of 
the Steppe-Eagle (Aquila orientalis, Cab.) are figured, as well 
as a very rufous Buteo vulpinus, Licht. ( Buteo desertorum). The 
first plate is that of Parus pleskit, var., a form which apparently 
differs from the typical examples of this species in having 
no black on the throat. 


16. Meyer on the Nestling-Plumage of Eclectus. 


[Ueber die Färbung der Nestjungen von Eclectus (Wagl.). Von A, B. 
Meyer. Zeitsch. f. wissensch. Zool. xxxvii. p. 146.] 


The nestlings of E. polychlorus [this much-vexed species 
has, within only cight years, been treated of in more than 70 


\ 
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different papers] resemble in coloration the adult birds of the 
same sex. The young males are green, the young females 
are red. This has been proved by observations which exclude 
any doubt as regards their correctness. The frequent occur- 
rence of green feathers in red, and of red feathers in green 
immature birds, is not a sign of transitionary plumage, but 
can only be explained by inheritance from the opposite sex: 
thus, the green feathers in an immature red (female) bird are 
inherited from the green father, and vice versd. The general 
colour of the ancestral Eclectus seems to have been green. 


17. Meyer on Xanthochroism in Parrots. 

[Ueber den Xanthochroismus der Papageien. Von A. B. Meyer. 
Sitzungsb. Kön. Preuss. Akad. Wissensch. Berlin, 1882, No. 24. ] 

Xanthochroism, in our case the anomalous occurrence of 
feathers with yellow colour instead of their normal colour, 
has been frequently observed in Fowls. Since we know that 
“ green ” is sometimes produced by a yellow pigment being 
superimposed on a brown to dark pigment, Dr. Meyer 
is inclined to explain such abnormal yellow feathers by 
suppression of the underlying dark pigment. Hence xantho- 
chroism in Parrots seems, to a certain extent, to supplant 
the albinism of other birds. 


18. Oustalet on new Birds from Eastern Africa. 


(Oiseaux nouveaux de l'Afrique orientale par M. E. Oustalet. Bull. 
Soc. Philomath. de Paris, sér. 7, tom. v. p. 161.] 

M. Oustalet speaks of the collection lately sent to the Mu- 
séum d’ Histoire Naturelle by M. Abdou Gindi from the Galla 
and Somali coasts, and describes as new a Hornbill of the 
genus Toccus (T. bocagei) and a Bustard of the genus Hu- 


podotis (E. gindiana). 


19. Oustalet on Birds from Somali-land. 


[Note sur les Oiseaux recueillis dans le Pays des Comalis par M. G. 
Révoil. Par M. E. Oustalet. (Mission G. Révoil au Pays Comalis.) ] 


M. Oustalet gives an account of the collection of birds made 
by M. Révoil in Somali-land, and sent to the Muséum d’ His- 
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toire Naturelle in 1881. It consists of 29 specimens, belong- 
ing to 21 species. Merops revoilii (allied to M. bullocki) is 
described as new. 


20. Oustalet on a new Form of Galline. 


{Description d'un type peu connu de l'Ordre des Gallinacés. Par M. E. 
Oustalet. Bull. Ass. Scientif. de France, No. 120 (1882), p. 242.] 

For many years some remarkable tail-feathers have graced 
the collection of the Jardin des Plantes, upon which the late 
Jules Verreaux based the provisional name of Argus ocel- 
latus*. A whole specimen of the bird has now been obtained 
from the interior of Tonquin, and turns out to belong, not to 
Argus, but to a new allied form of Gallinz, which M. Ous- 
talet proposes to call Rheinhardius, after M. Rheinhard, who 
sent home the specimen. Jtheinardius ocellatus has not the 
long secondaries of Argus, nor its two lengthened median tail- 
feathers. The tail is composed of twelve large graduated 
rectrices: its head is wholly feathered. 


21. Palmén on the Migration of Birds. 


[Antwort an Ierrn E. F. you Homeyer bezüglich der “ Zugstrassen der 
Vögel.” Von Dr. J. A. Palmén. 8vo. Hlelsingfors und Leipzig: 1882.] 

E. F. von Homeyer has published several severe and furious 
attacks upon Palmén’s remarkable work, ‘ Ueber die Zug- 
strassen der Vögel’ (Leipzig, 1876). The Swedish natu- 
ralist now issues an elaborate reply, which we can only 
describe as a choice specimen of an “ Antikritik.”” Indeed, 
its sharp and merciless logic reminds us of some of Lessing’s 
best critical essays. 


22. Parker on the Skeleton of Notornis mantelli. 


[On the Skeleton of Notornis mantelli. By T. Jeffery Parker, B.Sc. 
London. ‘Trans. & Proc. New-Zealand Inst. xiv. p. 245.] 

Mr. T. J. Parker gives a long and elaborate description of 
the skeleton of the specimen of Notornis, of which the ex- 
ternal parts are described by Dr. Buller (v. s. p. 98), and 
illustrates his remarks with four plates. Mr. Parker com- 

* Cf. Elliot, Mon. Phas. i. t. xiii. figs. 1-3. 
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pares the skeleton with that of Tribonyx, Porphyrio, and 
Ocydromus, and decides that it comes nearest to Porphyrio. 
The author’s concluding remarks as to the affinities of the 
Ratite are worthy of notice: he regards them as “the 
greatly specialized but degenerate descendants of Carmate 


birds.” 


23. Ramsay on the Zoology of the Solomon Islands. 


[Notes on the Zoology of the Solomon Islands.—Part IV. ByE. P. 
Ramsay. Proc. Linn. Soc. N. S. W. vol. vii. p. 16.] 

This part of Mr. Ramsay’s “ Notes” commences with a 
résumé of previous authorities on the birds of the Solomons. 
Mr. Ramsay then proceeds to give a complete list of the 
known species, in all 104. Many exact localities and critical 
remarks are added, but no new species are described. 


24. Ramsay on the Zoology of Lord Howe’s Island. 


[Notes on the Zoology of Lord Howe's Island. By E. P. Ramsay. 
Proc. Linn. Soc. N. S. W. vol. vii. p. 86.] 

Mr. Ramsay has made great exertions to get the reputed 
Notornis of Lord Howe’s Island, but has not succeeded. 
Other specimens, however, were obtained ; and a list of the 
known birds of the island is given. These are 3-4in number, 
of which 9 are peculiar to Lord Howe’s Island. All are 
Australian in form, except the Merula (M. vinitincta). 


25. Ramsay on the Eggs of Fijian Birds. 


[Description of the Eggs of five Species of Fijian Birds. By E. P. 
Ramsay. Proc. Linn. Soc. N. S. W. vol. vii. p. 112.) 


Mr. Ramsay describes the eggs of the following species of 
Fijian birds :—Vitia ruficapilla, Procellaria albogularis, Ar- 
tamus mentalis, Merula vitiensis, and M. ruficeps. 


26. Ramsay’s Contributions to Australian, Oology. 


[Contributions to Australian. Oology.—Part I. By E. P. Ramsay. 
Proc. Linn. Soc. N. S. W. vol. vii. p. 45.] 


Mr. Ramsay describes the eggs of 42 species of Australian 
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birds, hitherto either altogether undescribed, or imperfectly 
known. Three uncoloured plates accompany the text. 


27. Reischek on the Birds of the Chicken Islands. 


[Notes on Zoological Researches made on the Chicken Islands, Hast 
Coast of the North Island. By Andreas Reischek ; communicated by 
Professor von Haast, Ph.D. Trans. & Proc. New-Zealand Inst. xiv. 
p. 274. ] 

About 20 species of New-Zealand birds are to be met with 
on the Chicken Islands on the east coast. Anthornis me- 
lanura, nearly extinct on the mainland, is “ still of frequent 
occurrence” there. Three Petrels, Procellaria gouldi, P. 
cooki, aud Puffinus gavius, “live in holes dug out by the 
celebrated Tuatara lizard (Sphenodon punctatus) ’’! 


28. Report on the Australian Museum for 1881. 


[New South Wales Australian Museum. Report of the Trustees for 
1881. Presented to Parliament pursuant to Act 17 Vict. No. 2. Sect. 9.] 

This report, for a copy of which, we believe, we are in- 
debted to Mr. E. P. Ramsay’s courtesy, gives a flourishing 
account of the Institution, in which much scientific work 
seems to have been done during 1881. The appendix gives, 
among the additions, the names of a large number of birds, 
obtained by presentation, by purchase, and by the employ- 
ment of collectors. 


29. Report of the Committee for Stations of Observation of 
the Birds of Germany. 

[Jahresbericht (1880) des Ausschusses fiir Beobachtungsstationen der 
Vogel Deutschlands. J. f. O. 1882, p. 18-110. ] 

The fifth Report of this Committee enumerates 280 dif- 
ferent species of birds which, during the time from Nov. 
1879 to Nov. 1880, have been observed in Germany and 
Austria. Many of the observations contain very uscful hints as 
regards the migration and habits of certain birds, e. g. Hirundo 
rustica, Scolopax rusticola, Grus communis; likewise interest- 
ing is the number of Ducks (Anas crecca, A. penelope, and A. 
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acuta) caught in October on the North-Frisian Islands—namely 
about 24,000, against more than double that number in the 
autumn of 1877. Theimportance of other notes, again, must 
be evident, as, for instance, those on Accentor alpinus, Gyps ful- 
vus, &e. And we have no doubt that, after the great amount of 
material which these Reports contain has been properly worked 
out, the summary conclusions arrived at will prove a valuable 
contribution to our knowledge of Central-European bird-life. 


30. Ridgway on Costarican Birds. 


[Notes on some Costarican Birds. By Robert Ridgway. Proc. U.S. 
Nat. Mus. 1881, p. 333. ] 

Mr. Ridgway’s notes relate to specimens sent to the Na- 
tional Museum by Sr. Zeledon of San José. He describes as 
new Troglodytes (?) ochraceus and Acanthodops bairdi, a new 
genus and species of Dendrocolaptida, allied to Automolus, 
but with an almost Fringilline bill. 


31. Ridgway on new Birds from the Sandwich Islands. 

[Description of a new Flycatcher and a supposed new Petrel from the 
Sandwich Islands, By Robert Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1881, 
p. 387. | 

The species described are Chasiempis sclateri and Cymo- 
chorea cryptoleucura, both from Kaui (Knudson). 


32. Ridgway on a new Owl. 

{Description of a new Owl from Portorico. By Robert Ridgway. 
Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1881, p. 366. ] 

The new Owl is allied to our Short-eared Owl, Asio accipi- 
trinus (melius brachyotus), and is named Asio portoricensis. 
Mr. Ridgway criticises Mr. Sharpe’s arrangement of the 
Short-eared Owls, and gives diagnoses of the three species 
which he recognizes—namely A. accipitrinus, A. portori- 
censis, and A. galapagoensis. Mr. Ridgway is “ entirely 
unable to distinguish between continental specimens of Asio 
brachyotus from any part of the world.” 
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33. Ridgway on new Thrushes from the United States. 


[Descriptions of two new Thrushes from the United States. By Robert 
Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1881, p. 874.3 

Mr. Ridgway describes Hylocichla fuscescens alicie from 
the Rocky-Mountain region, and Hylocichla alicie bicknelli 
from Slide Mountain, Ulster County, New York. 


34. Ridgway on two new North-American Birds. 


[On two recent Additions to the North-American Bird-fauna, by L. 
Belding. By Robert Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1881, p. 414.] 

Mr. Belding’s researches at La Paz, Lower California, 
have recently added two new species to the avifauna of the 
United States— Motacilla ocularis and Dendreca vieilloti 
bryanti. The former is a straggler from Eastern Asia; the 
the latter a Western-Mexican form of D. vieilloti, which Mr. 
Ridgway considers to be recognizable as a subspecies, con- 
trary to the views of Salvin and Godman (Biol. Centr.-Am. 
Aves, i. p. 125). 


35. Ridgway on new Races of American Birds. 


[Description of several new Races of American Birds. By Robert 
Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1882, p. 9.] 

The races described are Methriopterus curvirostris occiden- 
talis from the coast-region of Western Mexico, Mimus gilvus 
lawrencii from Tehuantepec, Merula flavirostris graysoni from 
Tres Marias islands, Sialia sialis guatemale from Guatemala, 
Chamea fasciata henshawi from the interior of California, and 
Perisoreus canadensis nigricapillus from Labrador. 


36. Ridgway on Harporhynchus and Methriopterus. 


[On the Genera Harporhynchus and Methriopterus, Reichenbach, with 
a Description of a new Genus of Mimine. By Robert Ridgway. Proc. 
U.S. Nat. Mus. 1882, p. 43.] 

After clearly distinguishing between the genera Harpo- 
rhynchus with 3 species) and Methriopterus (with 7 species), 
Mr. Ridgway institutes a new genus, “ Mimodes” for Har- 
porhynchus graysoni, Baird, from the island of Socorro. 
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Though in general appearance somewhat intermediate be- 
tween Methriopterus and Harporhynchus, Mimodes, it is con- 
sidered, is really ‘ very much more nearly related to the genus 
Mimus.” 


37. Ridgway on the Tree-creepers (Certhia). 


[Critical Remarks on the Tree-creepers (Certhia) of Europe and North 
America. By Robert Ridgway. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1882, p. 111.] 

After examining considerable materials, Mr. Ridgway comes 
to the conclusion that there are 7 races or subspecies of the 
Tree-crecper (Certhia) susceptible of definition: (1) fami- 
liaris of Scandinavia, (2) coste of Savoy, (8) britannica, 
subsp. nova, of England, (4) rufa of Eastern U. S., (5) mon- 
tana, subsp. nova, of Middle U. S., (6) occidentalis, subsp. 
nova, of Western U. S., (7) mexicana of Mexico and Guate- 
mala. These are all carefully defined, and measurements 
are added. What do Messrs. Dresser and Seebohm say to 
this new “ British bird ” ? 


38. Salvadori on the Cassowaries. 


[Monografia del gen. Casuarius, Briss., per Tommaso Salvadori (con due 
tavole colorite). Estr. dalle Memorie della Reale Accademia delle Scienze 
di Torino, serie ii. tom. xxxiv.] 

A complete account of the present state of our knowledge 
of the Cassowaries was much wanted ; it has been now sup- 
plied to us in this excellent memoir. After a historical 
introduction and bibliography, the 10 species of the genus 
recognized as distinct are successively discussed. Of the first 
section, with the helmet compressed, the species acknow- 
ledged are C. tricarunculatus, C. bicarunculatus, C. galeatus, 
C. australis, and C. beccarii. Of these the first, founded on 
a single young living specimen, which has never reached 
Europe, is considered to be doubtful. C. salvadorii of Ous- 
talet and C. altijugus of Sclater are referred, not without 
some doubt, to C. beccarii. 

Of the second section of the genus, with the casque flattened 
behind, five species also are allowed—namely C. uniappen- 
diculatus, C. occipitalis, C. papuanus, C. picticollis, and C. 
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bennetti. Dr. Salvadori concludes his exhaustive essay by 
specifying eight open points upon which further information 
is much needed, and adds two plates, containing figures of 
the heads of the various species. 


39. Salvadori’s Prodromus, xiii., Xiv., & xv. 

[Prodromus Ornithologiae Papuasiae et Moluccarum. Auctore Thoma 
Salvadori. XIII. Natatores. XIV. Struthiones. XV. Additamenta. Ann. 
Mus. Civ. di St. Nat. di Genova, xviii. August 1882. ] 

The Papuan Natatories are 4] in number—namely, 6 Ana- 
tide, 11 Pelecanide, 15 Laridæ, 7 Procellariidee, and 2 Podi- 
cipitide. These are illustrated by 192 examples sent by 
Beccari, D’Albertis, and Bruijn to the Museum of Genoa, all 
of which the author has examined. Hypoleucus gouldi is a 
new name given to Phalacrocorax leucogaster, Gould (nec 
auctt. preecedentt.). 

The Papuan Struthiones consist of the 9 Cassowaries now 
recognized by the author as distinct. Twenty-five specimens of 
this group have been transmitted to Genoa by the naturalists 
above named. 

Part xv. of the ‘Prodromus’ enumerates the species 
added to the avifauna of the Papuan subregion during the 
progress of the work. These are 108—namely, 10 Accipitres, 
13 Psittaci, 20 Picariz, 41 Passeres, 23 Columbe, and 1 
Gallina. Most of these are from South-eastern New Guinea 
and the adjacent islands, where numerous discoveries have 
lately been made. 


40. Seebohm’s ‘Siberia in Asia.’ 

[Siberia in Asia: a Visit to the Valley of the Yenesay in East Siberia. 
By Henry Seebohm. London: Murray. 1882. 1 vol. 8vo, 304 pp.] 

Very few words are necessary to introduce Mr. Seebohm’s 
‘Siberia in Asia’ to ornithologists. We have read his most 
interesting narrative with the greatest pleasure, and have no 
doubt that most of our brother members of the B. O. U. have 
done the same. The great ornithological feats of the trip to 
Siberia in Asia were the finding of the nest and eggs of three 
species of Phylloscopus, of Emberiza pusilla, and of Accentor 
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montanellus, besides other discoveries summarized in the last 
chapter of the volume. We have no hesitation in expressing 
our opinion that but very few naturalists that any nation 
has produced could have carried out successfully such expe- 
ditions as those of Mr. Scebohm to the Petchora and Yenesay, 
and have turned the results to such excellent account. 


41. Seebohm’s ‘British Birds and their Eggs’ 

[A History of British Birds, with Coloured Ilustrations of their Eggs. 
By Henry Seebohm. London: Porter. 1882, Part I.] 

Mr. Seebohm’s work will be known to most of our readers 
already ; but the commencement of such an undertaking 
should not pass unchronicled in the pages of ‘The Ibis.’ 
Oology, it is true, as Mr. Seebohm tells us in his prospectus, 
has been much neglected of late years—at all events the 
scientific aspect of it; and Hewitson’s works being out of 
print and out of date, it was quite time that another British 
Oology should take its place. Some naturalists may consider 
nests and eggs beneath their notice; but we agree with the 
author of this work that the “ real history of a bird is its /ife- 
history. The deepest interest attaches to every thing that 
reveals the little mind, however feebly it may be developed, 
which lies behind the feathers.” r 

“The habits of the bird during the breeding-season, at the 
two periods of migration, and in winter, its mode of flight 
and of progression on the ground, in the trees, or on the 
water, its song, and its various call- and alarm-notes, its food 
and the mode of procuring it at different seasons of the year, 
its migrations, the dates of arrival and departure, the routes 
it chooses and the winter-quarters it selects, and, above all, 
every particular respecting its breeding—when it begins to 
build, how many broods it rears in the season, the place it 
selects in which to build its nest, the materials it uses for the 
purpose, the number of eggs it lays, the variation in the 
colour, size, and shape—all these particulars are its real 
history.” 

Such, then, are the particulars which Mr. Seebohm will 
especially record in the present work ; and, as his friends are 
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well aware, no one is more competent to do so, from his un- 
rivalled personal experiences in almost every part of the 
western palarctic region. We could well have wished he 
had confined himself to this branch of the subject, and had 
not gone into disputed points of nomenclature. What with 
` the discordant views of Sharpe, Dresser, Newton, and See- 
bohm, the poor British birds’ names are now in a sad plight. 
Who shall decide when doctors disagree ? 


42. Sharpe on the Ornithology of New Guinea. 

{Contributions to the Ornithology of New Guinea. By R. Bowdler 
Sharpe, F.L.S. Part VIII. Journ. Proc. Linn. Soc. Zool. xvi. p. 422. 

This paper “ contains notes on collections made by Mr. 
A. Goldie in districts at the back of the Astrolabe range in 
South-eastern New Guinea, and by Mr. C. Hunstein on 
Normandy Island, on the south shore of the mainland of the 
China Straits, and on the banks of a river at the end of Milne 
Bay.” The author had already shortly characterized 11 new 
species from Mr. Goldie’s collection (cf. Ibis, 1882, p. 467) ; 
he now describes these more completely, and also character- 
izes as new Æthomyias guttata from the same collection, 
and Phonygama hunsteint and Ptilorhis intercedens from 
Mr. Hunstein’s collection. About 150 species all together 
are mentioned. 


43. Stejneger on Myiadectes obscurus. 

[Description of two new races of Myadestes obscurus, Lafr. By Leon- 
hard Stejneger. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1881, p. 371.] 

Mr. Stejneger has found that Myzadectes obscurus “ ought 
to be divided into three distinct races—(1) M. obscurus, from 
the tableland of Mexico and Guatemala, (2) M. obscurus, var. 
occidentalis, from S.W. coast of Mexico and Guatemala, and 
(3) M. obscurus, var. insularis, from the Tres Marias islands.” 


44. Stejneger on the West-Indian Myiadectæ. 
[Synopsis of the West-Indian Myiadestes. By Leonhard Stejneger, 
Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1882, p. 15. ] 
This is an important and carefully prepared memoir, con- 
12 
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taining a complete revision of the insular species of Myia- 
dectes*, Mr. Stejneger recognizes 7 species—namely M. 
sibilans from St. Vincent, M. genibarbis from Martinique, 
M. sancte-lucie (sp.nov.) from St. Lucia, M. dominicanus 
(sp.nov.) from Dominica, M. montanus from Haiti, M. so- 
litarius from Jamaica, and M. elisabethe from Cuba. Besides 
these there is M. armillatus (Vieill.), which does not agree 
with any of the West-Indian species yet known. Mr. Stej- 
neger’s conclusions are based upon 35 specimens, from the 
U.S. National Museum and other collections. 


45, Stejneger’s proposed alterations in Nomenclature. 


[On some Generic and Specific Appellations of North-American and 
European Birds. By Leonhard Stejneger. Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1882, 
p. 28.) 

Mr. Stejneger proposes to adopt the following, amongst 
other alterations, in generally received nomenclature :—Phe- 
nicurus instead of Ruticilla for the Redstart (which would 
thus stand as Ph@nicurus erithacus !) ; Cinclus “merula” for 
the Water-Ouzel; Regulus “ cristatus” for R. satrapa; Hi- 
rundo (instead of Chelidon) for the Martens, and Chelidon (in- 
stead of Hirundo) for the Swallows; Clivicola (instead of Cotile) 
for the Sand-Martens ; Calcarius (instead of Centrophanes) 
for Fringilla lapponica and its allies; Plectrophenax (gen. nov.), 
instead of Plectrophanes, for the Snow-Bunting; Archibuteo 
“ norvegicus” instead of A. lagopus; Morinella for the Turn- 
stone, instead of Strepsilas; Vanellus “ capella ” for the Lap- 
wing ; Ægialitis “ alexandrinus” for the Kentish Plover ; 
Totanus “ nebularius”’ for the Greenshank ; Pavoncella, as a 
generic name, for the Ruff, instead of Machetes; Tadorna 
“‘damiatica”’ for the Ruddy Shieldrake ; Harelda “ hye- 
malis” instead of H. glacialis; “ Gavia alba,” instead of Pa- 
gophila eburnea, for the Ivory Gull; and “ Urinator” vice 
Colymbus. As regards these proposals we may say, generally, 
that in most cases we cannot agrec to them. In many of 
the cases the evidence in favour of the change is, to say the 


* The most reasonable derivation of this term is pvia, a fly, and Onxtns, 
mordax. It should be therefore written Myiadectes. V.s. p. 101. 
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least of it, incomplete% ; and it is too much to expect us to 
give up well-established terms for names which have remained 
unnoticed since their authors invented them a century ago. 
Excellent reasons may be found for rejecting any terms given 
by Schaffer, Gunnerus (!), and Hasselquist. The use of a 
name is to distinguish the object to which it is applied; and 
as no one would recognize a Redstart as “ Phanicurus eri- 
thacus,” or an Ivory Gull as “ Gavia alba,’ it would be 
worse than useless to employ such terms. It seems to us to 
be always a most unsatisfactory piece of work to endeavour to 
upset old-established names. We have constantly protested 
against similar proposals made by Mr. Dresser and Mr. Sharpe, 
and we protest against those made by Mr. Stejneger. 


46. Stejneger on the Swans. 


[Outlines of a Monograph of the Cygnine. By Leonhard Stejneger. 
Proc. U.S. Nat. Mus. 1882, p. 174.] 


After discussing the general characters of the Cygninæ at 
some length, the author concludes to exclude Coscoroba as 
belonging more strictly to the Anatine. He recognizes 4 
genera of Swans— (1) Sthenelus (gen. nov. for C. nigricollis), 
(2) Cygnus, (3) Olor, (4) Chenopis—besides Paleocycnus (gen. 
nov.) for the extinct C. falconeri. The species are described 
at full length ; but we regret to find that Mr. Stejneger wishes 
to call the Mute Swan Cygnus gibbus and the Hooper Olor 
cygnus, besides making other unnecessary and objectionable 
changes in nomenclature. A hypothetical new name, Cygnus 


* LE. g. Mr. Stejneger proposes a new term “ Plectrophenax” for the 
Snow-Bunting, instead of Prectrophanes, because, he says, the latter 
= Calcarius (Bechst. 1803), of which the type is the Fringilla lapponica, 
Linn. But, although it is quite true that, in the preface to his ‘ Vogel 
Liv- und-Hsthland’ (1815), Meyer casually mentioned the term Plectro- 
phanes as applicable to Fringilla lapponica only, we find, on reference to 
the ‘Zusätze u. Bericht. zu Meyer & Wolf’s Taschenbuch, 1822 (in which 
the genus was first properly characterized), that Plectrophanes was intended 
to include both Fringilla lapponica and Emberiza nivalis. We maintain 
therefore that, after applying Calcarius to the former bird, we are quite 
justified in continuing the use of the universally adopted Plectrophanes 
for the latter. —Epn. | 
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pelzelni, is suggested for a Swan formerly living in the 
Menagerie at Schönbrunn, in case C. unwini of Hume shall 
prove to be only the young of C. gibbus (i.e. C. olor !). 


47. Vorderman’s Birds of Batavia. 


[Bataviasche Vogels door A. G. Vorderman. Parts I.,II. Overgedrukt 
uit het Natuurk. Tijds. Nederl. Indië, Deel xli. Afi. 4, et Deel xlii. Afi. 2.] 

Heer Vorderman, in order to contribute to our knowledge 
of the distribution of bird-life in Java, which, as he truly 
says, has been very imperfectly worked out, proposes to give 
an account, with descriptions, of those birds which he has ob- 
tained in the neighbourhood of Batavia. In the two parts 
of this work already issued, about 80 species are contained. 
These are not arranged in systematic order; but probably an 
index will be added at the conclusion. 

It would have been better, we venture to say, if a few 
synonyms, at least those referring specially to Javan localities, 
had been added under the heading of each species. 


48. White’s ‘Cameos from the Silver-Land. 

[Cameos from the Silver-Land, or Experiences of a young Naturalist in 
the Argentine Republic. By Ernest William White, F.Z.S. Vol. II. 
London: Van Voorst, 1882.] 

Mr. White’s second volume is devoted to an account of his 
excursions into different parts of the Argentine Republic. 
First he goes up the Uruguay to Concordia, then to Rioja, 
Catamarea, and Tucuman. We are next entertained with his 
adventures under canvas for 1200 miles into the extreme 
north of the Republic. Lastly, we go up the Uruguay to the 
territory of the Missiones, and back by the Parana. Many 
notices of bird-life are interspersed in the narrative, which 
should be studied in connexion with Mr. White’s paper on 
the birds collected and observed during his various excursions, 
read at the Meeting of the Zoological Society of London on 
the 20th of June last*. 


* See P. Z. S. 1882, p. 591. 


